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Some Religious Implications of Pragmatism. Philosophical Studies, Uni- 
versity of Chicago, Number 9. By Joseph Roy Geiger. The University 
of Chicago Press, 1919. — pp. 54. 

The chapters of the book suggest the contents with great accuracy: In- 
troduction; The Religious Problem in its Historical Setting; The Pragmatic 
Doctrines of Reality, Knowledge, and Truth; Religious Realities; Religious 
Knowledge; Religion and Theology; God; Religious Worship and Social Con- 
trol. The chapters are brief, explicit, and readable. The work as a whole is 
an excellent example of what monograph studies ought to be. 

A reviewer is hardly called upon to contest the general point of view of his 
author. Although I find slight value in the pragmatic interpretation of 
religion I have found the present study of the religious implications of prag- 
matism of the greatest interest and importance. It seems important because 
it is a very pragmatic study of pragmatism. The reader sees pragmatism at 
work and is able to measure its divergence from other philosophies in terms of 
everyday moral and religious precepts. Without being violently committed to 
pragmatism the author seems to have found in it the very philosophy suited to 
his social and religious theory. If one has a different concept of religion he 
must needs have a different philosophy of religion. The author appears to 
desire a religion that is naturalistic, hedonistic, and hopeful. He finds the 
sprightly empiricism and the easy assurance of pragmatic theory an admirable 
basis for such a religion. The web of inference which he weaves is even and 
close. But suppose that in place of his Occidental energism we seek religion 
in the mystic contemplation of the whirling flood of experience; suppose we 
do not want to reform the world, but to understand it. In such a case meta- 
physical questions rise to plague the pragmatist as they do to plague other 
human beings. It is not enough for him to say that "pragmatism has no 
doctrine of reality" (p. 10), or that it cannot "concern itself with construct- 
ing a metaphysic of religion" (p. 21), "that things are what they are experi- 
enced as would seem to be a datum" {ibid.). Metaphysic will not be conjured 
away. The study seems clearly to point to the conclusion that pragmatism 
is not so much a philosophy as a program. The book should be read for its 
many good qualities, the chief among them being its simple exposition of 
pragmatism. 

In detail, there is a serious ambiguity in the use of the word 'present' 
on page 4; a debatable interpretation of Kant's theory of the origin of the 
categories on page 13; terrible but unconscious irony in the solemn praise of 
science and the quotation from Dewey — "Science has made the control of 
natural forces for the aims of life so inevitable that for the first time man is 
relieved from overhanging fear, with its wolf-like scramble to possess and 
accumulate, and is free to consider the more gracious question of securing to 
all an ample and liberal life" — on page 28. "So we insist upon a democratic 
conception of God, as an instrument of control in religious experience" (p. 49). 
On page 1 1 the author repeats the old fable that the fundamental presupposi- 
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tion of idealism is "that the reality of things consists in their being known", 

and I make the old retort that I do not read my idealism so. 

H. G. Townsend. 
Smith College. 

The Field of Philosophy. An Introduction to the Study of Philosophy. 

By Joseph Alexander Leighton. Second Revised and Enlarged Edition. 

Columbus, Ohio, R. G. Adams & Co., 1919. — pp. xii, 485. 

This is an extensive revision of the original work, a notice of which was 
prepared by the undersigned for the Review of March, 1919 (pp. 216, f.). 
Approximately forty per cent, of the revised text is new. There are two addi- 
tional chapters, one upon Kant, and the other upon "Progress in Philosophy." 
The other chapters have been greatly improved by expansion and rearrange- 
ment. Greater adaptability to varying conditions has been secured by placing 
the historical introduction by itself in Part I, and by the arrangement of the 
chapters in Part II, dealing with modern philosophy, in such a way that a 
selection from them can be made without impairing the continuity of thought. 

The revision has made the book nearly perfect for its purpose. For those 
who teach by the lecture method, and desire the class to read a concise text 
subsequent to the lectures but prior to informal recitations or conferences, 
nothing could be better. After using this book in this way, crede experto, 
pupils either are able to clear up their difficulties, or at least to recognize them 
and ask questions about them at the next conference period. It is impossible 
for pupils to glide over problems without seeing them, — a common fault in 
elementary philosophical texts. It is much to be hoped that the author will 
ultimately be able to carry out his project of a source book of readings to ac- 
company the various chapters of this book. When that has been done, the 
vexing question what to do in a course in the introduction to philosophy will, 
as I believe, have been solved for this generation. 

William Kelley Wright. 
Dartmouth College. 

The following books also have been received: 
Pagan and Christian Creeds. By Edward Carpenter. New York, Harcourt, 

Brace and Howe, 1920. — pp. 319. 
Morning Knowledge. By Alastair Shannon. London, New York, Bombay, 

Calcutta, and Madras, Longmans, Green and Co., 1920. — pp. 366. 
La survivance de I'ame et son evolution apres la tnort. Par P.-E. Cornillier. 

Paris, Librairie Felix Alcan, 1920. — pp. 578. 

Etude sur le terme ATNAMIS dans les dialogues de Platon. Par Joseph 

Souilhe. Paris, Librairie F61ix Alcan, 1919. — pp. 192. 
La notion Platonicienne d'intermidiaire dans I'a philosophie des dialogues. Par 

Joseph Souilhe. Paris, Librairie Felix Alcan, 1919. — pp. 276. 
La filosofia contemporanea. By Guido de Ruggiero. Bari, Guis. Laterza & 

Figli, 1920. Seconda edizione. — Vol. I, pp. 268. Vol. II, pp. 292. 



